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Music found ears it never dreamed of,
laughter and learning traveled where no road
could lead.
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Friendships bloomed in static and Morse,
hope flew on frequencies in the darkest
nights.

These waves, unseen yet ever present,
carry not just data, but dreams—

and in their rhythm, humanity found its
voice.




Much of real life—from the advent of radio to the late 1980s—unfolded through shortwave com-
munication. World War Il proved, beyond any doubt, that reliable communications equipment
was essential for military success. In the post-war era, shortwave radio became the backbone of
countless vital services around the world, relied upon daily for both civil and governmental op-
erations.

Radio equipment is, therefore, a fascinating field of study and a source of deep enjoyment for
those of us who are passionate about vintage electronics. This book, which picks up the story
after World War II, offers a wealth of information: detailed descriptions, practical advice, techni-
cal notes, photographs, and schematics—resources that I hope will be useful to anyone looking
to restore or simply learn more about these remarkable artifacts from one of the most inspiring
periods in technological history.

My wish is that these notes may contribute, even in a small way, to preserving this vast her-
itage of knowledge, innovation, and history—a legacy that goes far beyond the technical realm.

A heartfelt thank you to my friend Francesco Sartorello, an outstanding surplus collector, who
encouraged and made this book possible, and who is frequently
mentioned in the pages that follow.

As [ often say, I don’t consider myself an expert—just an enthusiastic
apprentice historian. If you come across any errors, I’ll be more than
happy to correct them.

To my wife
and my family



